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I 

The many lists and inventories of personal property that are 
found among the papyri recovered in Egypt, although not in 
themselves of great importance, are often of philological interest 
because they yield a considerable number of words that are rare 
or unknown from literary sources. Like the private letters they 
provide clues to the spoken language and its pronunciation, not 
the less because they are frequently produced by persons of little 
education. At the same time they pose many problems that are, 
more often than not, insoluble in our present state of knowledge. 
The purposes for which the lists are intended are many and varied. 
They may be inventories of the property of temples, monasteries, 
churches, or public buildings, lists of articles disposed of by bequest 
or gift, bills of lading, pawnbrokers' accounts, and even shopping 
lists, items some countryman has asked a friend to buy on a trip to 
the metropolis or to Alexandria.1 

From their very nature one can understand the complications 
inherent in the decipherment and elucidation of these lists. In 
general they comprise articles of food, clothing, household goods 
and utensils, and they employ terms that occur seldom or never in 
formal literature. We might conceive of the similar problems 
that would confront the philologist of a thousand years from now if 
he should attempt to decipher a shopping list of our day, in which 

1 Often we can only judge the significance of a list, if at all, from its content, but 
sometimes its purpose is indicated by a heading with some such word as ypaoh, 
yvZais, Ao'yo, vrTroiVraaTKov, etc. For example: 

POxy. 10.1269. 5-9 (early second century): ... . ypcaris aKEVJV Trv KraTaAeAti.pivmv 
ro7s acidfiAti ov ad eAblots . r. . viro r (sic) eu7JX oaXOdTOp a oVrov raTpod. 

BGU 2.377.1 (seventh to eighth century): yvoatrs rewv 8oO(fvtwv) els rO J aCyeLp(eiov) 
7TOV ?eca7r6(rov) 'l iv. 

POxy. 16.1924. 1 (fifth or sixth century): Ady(or) Eso6v fBhAX4vrov (sic) els r&w 

(sic) IrA[o']ov. 
PFuad 1.74.1-4 (fourth century): VrrxolonatKOv rt ItcaLrrTw adi[SAe]A/ ... 

Oar?tS . . .e rrt J?r yaXAoroAstdh 'AA,eavapeIar acvvoJv7qoL /o rla S1js r 77ov0leva. 
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such items might appear as "slip, slacks, lux, kleenex," or any of 
dozens of articles that are known to us by colloquial or trade 
names, that may sometimes come to be incorporated in the 
language, but that are more likely soon to become obsolete. Add 
to this difficulty the fact that the near illiteracy of the writers 
often makes their writing scarcely legible and their spelling almost 

incomprehensible and it is obvious that we cannot hope to recover 
the meaning of all the specialized terms in these lists. Yet they 
are often worthy of publication, and of more careful analysis than 

they have sometimes received. 
Not least interesting among such documents are those that deal 

with the pawning of personal property and the business of the 

pawnshop. These texts sometimes provide information regarding 
the cost of clothing and personal goods, although such information 
is scanty and must be used with caution, since the articles in 

question are rarely described in sufficient detail to enable us to 
determine the basis for variation in price.2 They also furnish 
some insight into the economic life of the individual in antiquity, 
what his private assets were and what among his possessions was 

negotiable.3 

Two accounts of pawnshops have turned up in the University 
of Michigan collections, both purchased and with no indication of 
their provenance. The first, PMich. Inv. 1950, of the third 

century A.D., is a single column from a roll, complete in height but 
broken off on both sides. At least one column must have pre- 
ceded it and one must have followed it, but beyond that there is 
no clue to the extent of the original account. At the top of the 

papyrus is the conclusion of an entry in which are listed objects 
placed in pawn, with a notation of the payment of interest up to 
Pauni of the fourth year. The next entry, dated in Tubi of the 
seventh year, concerns the same transaction and records the 

redemption of certain of the items with payment of the accumu- 

2 A. C. Johnson (Roman Egypt [Baltimore 1936] 318-20) has collected references to 
the price of clothing from the first to the third century, from which it may be seen both 
how scanty is the information and how wide is the range of prices for apparently 
similar items at a given time. 

3 For a list of documents dealing with pledges (EveXvpa), see R. Taubenschlag, 
The Law of Graeco-Roman Egypt (Warsaw 1955) 285, where he also includes those in 
which eveXvpov is equivalent to VrnoO0'KT. 
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lated interest from Epeiph of the fourth year to Tubi of the seventh, 
a period of thirty-one months. The remaining articles are left in 
pawn for the sum that remains unpaid, and one additional pledge 
is given. Following this entry is one dated Pachon 22 of the 
eighth year, recording another transaction involving a different 
person; it is incomplete and must therefore have been continued in 
a succeeding column. 

The document is well written and entirely literate, although the 
loss from the right side of the text renders the exact interpretation 
of some passages doubtful. Since the hand is the same throughout 
and since the two dated entries are separated by more than a 
year, it is clear that this is not a current account, but that it must 
have been compiled for some special purpose. Perhaps it was a 
record of arrears in business to be used as a basis for acquiring 
possession of the pawned items that had not been redeemed.4 

PMich. Inv. 1950 

19.6 x 10.5 cm. 

]ra tSvo Spaxt&as [ 

] [ 
EV] EtOfSet C arrp Ertlv ?v]rp[ 

/Cr[. .] XaA[K]Jt,LaTLWV C;o ITPOKELTa[L 
5 E?vyo[s 0f]eAtLV KMl EVEyos ,itaAXdv K[oal SEvyos] 

17oso000EAwv Ktl Ka0E?La Kal Aoy'X[ap Pov Kal] 

'AOpo8E1r77v COEWvos 

r7Xrp '-qr6 T-o'rKOS ES CJ jtxVt 8 (ETrovS) TOv 7rTOK?ELL(EVOV) 
K?(f[aXaaov] 

("E-rovs) 5 Tfl[t.] EtAvrpCor-q Ta XaAKCX,aTtCa TroV KAca[vlov?] 

4 PMert. 2.71 (A.D. 160-63) is a brief document, listing, under dates extending over 
a period of four years, various articles of apparel and household goods with their 
valuation. The form of the entries with rrapat and the personal name certainly suggests 
the accounts of a pawnshop, though the editors reject this suggestion on two counts: 
"A pawnbroker who did so little business in the course of four years is difficult to 
imagine, and... the prices of the articles accord more nearly with their market 
value at the time than with the amounts which a pawnbroker would be likely to offer." 
It is possible, however, that in this list also we have a record of articles that have 
remained unredeemed over a considerable period of time, made for some specific 
purpose, perhaps with a view to forcing payment of the loan or to acquiring possession 
of the articles in question. Any argument based on prices is difficult to support, since 
particularly in items of this sort we have no way of determining the many factors which 
might affect the prices (see above, note 2). It would also not be impossible, if it is 
actually a list of arrears, that the sums given include the interest as well as the principal 
as appears to be the case in lines 14-15 of this document. 
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10 ZEov 'pov OE 7q (aT7ypaCoq' E'yEvero TrCV av'3roV [Xpq7rwpadrv ?] 
8OKO)tLEVOV TOV OVr(WCtKOV KCXt JLTelAn?X70r V6[7TEp TOU] 
TOKOV Tro[] aVt,fioAtEov ar0o 'EtreTl 8 (ToVS-) '(S TO[L ~ (erovu)] 

Lr1qvv AO cX (OS TOv pV'YSv ElK (8pcaXf,bJv) pl (8paoXt'g?) PUVt [aliC VSrEp 
TOV] 

KE?aXAcl OV (TCravrov) d (8pa)XpLt&9) 'EX Kact trap&X OE'CVOS [67TEp 

Tr7s Av-] 
15 Tp)o'aWS 'Aqpoe7drrjs aCVroO (8paXpXs) v, yE7v[ovrat V!TEp] 

TOKOV KaC KEq?A(Ixaov) (-rAXavAa) P (8paXCac) rvut. AoL,7Ta[ 

8pacxa[t] TETpaKLa XLAtaL EJtaKOUaIt .[ 

ET TO 70S AoLTTols EVEXVPOLS (AV [ 

tEvEyos ?EAiWV ?vEyoS c0L9CA[6Cv E?vyos] 
20 7Troso0EAcov KOdELa AXoy'xc[ptov 

AXos T ro-TrpoTrAlvrs 7TrapEo86o[h 

("ETOvS) -] IaXcdv Kf EU'(XEv KvptA[Ao- 
KctC dC'VTEKEV SEVyOS KvdOcv [ 

COMMENTARY 

1. It seems probable that this line belongs with the same entry 
as that in lines 3-8, since there is not room at the beginning of 
line 3 for the heading of a new entry. It is more likely that line 1 
ran over into the beginning of the space below, and that with 
line 3 began the list of items still left in pawn after the payment 
recorded above. 

3. Possibly we might read something like [r& Aotr& a v] 
E;SE3t, etc.; cf. line 18 below. On ev E3e(TL, "of various sorts," 
cf. BGU 3.729.12-13 Xpvacr oc Korcpt a v el'3st. 

3-4. A[v].p[ ....... ]/peT-[ . ]: the first letter can only be 
A or X; the p is certain. At the beginning of line 4 either v or less 
probably v might be read in place of , although the r is preferable 
palaeographically. Since in the following entry r& XarAKoxla'Tra 
Tro Kac[v8lov?] E2ovripov are redeemed, we might expect some- 

thing like Avrp[ouScrEc yLvo]l&Evr7 XCAKC)UOClarCtWv S 7TpdKEtTa[t, AOLTr7 

XaAKW,alrtLc Kal]. Judging, however, by the most likely supple- 
ments to lines 5, 6, and 11, the suggested reading would be much 
too long. 

5-8. Several of the items in this list occur also in POsl 2. 46, 
where their significance is fully discussed. See the editor's note 
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on line 8 for heALov, on line 10 for 7roSoeAwcov, on line 11 for 
KcaeiLa, on line 12 for Aoy'Xodpov, and on line 6 for 'AbpoS8Erqv. 

8. At the beginning of the entries in lines 9 and 22 the normal 
year sign precedes the numeral, and the numeral is continued into 
a curved stroke resembling that which is here interpreted as a 
variant symbol for ;Crovs. It would be possible to read Iav3vt 3 
as Pauni 4. Below in lines 12-13, however, the interest is calcu- 
lated from 'E7TrE 387 to Tv[fl/. ], which is said to be a period of 

thirty-one months. This entry is made in Tubi of the seventh 
year, and the period from Epeiph of the fourth year to Tubi of the 
seventh is thirty-one months. It is reasonable to suppose, there- 
fore, that the $t7 refers to the fourth year and not to the fourth day 
of the month. 

10-11. ~ adroypakj, KTr.: the part of the text missing at the end 
of the line would probably clarify the meaning, which is rendered 
the more obscure by the word SoKWCoEfvov at the beginning of line 
11. Since the obvious restoration, [?e]8oo/KewEov, "provided 
with rafters," is out of place here, some form of SoKEw is probable, 
such as Trpoa3oKdiw, regularly used in the papyri instead of rrpou$o- 
KEo. If tov ovaLaKov refers to the ovaaKos Aoyos, the reference 

may be to a report made to that branch of the fiscus, but the 
construction is not clear, and neither is the relationship of the 
phrase to the rest of the sentence. Apparently, however, a report 
of the property was made to the government, and at that time 
some of the articles in pawn were redeemed; further than that it is 
impossible to go on the basis of the text as it stands. 

eyeIvero for EYVETro; so also in line 15. 

12. vtfifLSoAEov for ravloAcalov. 

12 if. At the rate of 110 drachmas per month the total interest 
for the thirty-one months is 3,410 drachmas as stated. The 
amount of the loan that is repaid amounts to 1 talent, 5,600 
drachmas, and if the interest is paid on that sum alone, it is 
figured at between 9 and 10%. This is relatively low, since the 
most common rate of interest was 12%. The rates fluctuated, 
however; see Johnson, Roman Egypt, 450-51. Nevertheless, it 
seems unlikely that the interest was paid on any part of the loan 
except that secured by the articles that were being redeemed. It 
may also be assumed that the 400 drachmas paid for the redemption 
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of the Aphrodite of Theon includes the interest as well as the 
principal, although this is not stated. 

16-17. Because of the length of the lacuna at the end of the 
line, the remaining amount of the loan, still secured by the items 
listed in lines 18-21, probably consisted of at least one talent in 
addition to the 4,600 drachmas of line 17. 

TRANSLATION 

...-two drachmas... of various kinds, which are, [after the 
redemption?] of the bronze vessels as aforesaid, [the remaining 
bronze vessels?], a pair of armlets and a pair of cups and a pair of 
anklets and a necklace and a spearshaped ornament and an Aphro- 
dite of Theon. 

The interest has been paid up to Pauni of the 4th year on the 
aforesaid capital sum. 

Year 7, Tubi? The bronze vessels of Claudius (?) Severus were 
redeemed when the report of his [property?] was made. . . and 
payment was made for the interest on the bond from Epeiph of the 
4th year to Tubi [of the 7th year], a period of 31 months, at the rate 
of 110 drachmas per month, a total of 3,410 drachmas, and for the 
principal 1 talent 5,600 drachmas, and from Theon for the redemp- 
tion of his Aphrodite 400 drachmas, amounting to 2 talents 3,410 
drachmas for principal and interest. The remaining... four 
thousand six hundred drachmas [are secured] by the remaining 
pledges, which are ... a pair of armlets, a pair of cups, a pair of 
anklets, a necklace, a spearshaped ornament. Another cupboard 
was given in addition... 

Year 8, Pachon 22. Kyrillos has received . . . and has given in 
return a pair of ladles . . . 

III 

Another list that appears to be a pawnbroker's account is 
PMich. Inv. 3163, probably of the early fourth century although 
the crude hand does not permit close dating. It came to the 
University along with a large number of Zenon papyri, but there is 
nothing to link it, or the other papyri of the Roman period that 
were part of the same purchase, with the site of Philadelphia. 

The papyrus is for the most part well preserved, although there 
is some abrasion of the surface of the verso. The text consists of a 
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list of clothing and household goods, occupying all of the recto 
and almost two-thirds of the verso. That it formed part of the 
records of a pawnshop may be deduced from the occurrence of the 
words evEXvpet,LCat in line 48, and crLEVEXVpE,L,at in line 56. 
There is no valuation of the individual items and no mention of 
interest. The only sum of money mentioned is at the bottom of 
the recto, and the amount, 20 or 30 drachmas (see note on line 

33), is much too small to represent the loan on the security of the 
items that precede it, or even the interest on such a loan. 

The recto has the heading aKEV7y) (read aKEVr/) Mac4tov, and 

following this heading are listed some fifteen articles of wearing 
apparel, a mattress, blanket and counterpane, spices, a cupboard, 
a service of tin and one of glass, as well as such smaller items as 

cups, bowls, and knives. 
The first line on the verso is indented and has the end of a word, 

.. ..voves, which has not been identified. Elsewhere in the 
document the only indention is that of line run-overs. Since it 
cannot be a continuation from the last line of the recto, it seems 

probable that the account was made up of more than one column 
and that the text on the verso continues that of a preceding column 
rather than that of the recto. The list continues as on the recto 
to line 47 with various articles of clothing, utensils, and household 
furniture. From line 48 to the end articles placed in pawn by at 
least four persons are listed. Damage to the surface of the papyrus 
has made many of the readings uncertain, however, so that it is 
not possible to be sure of the exact interpretation of this part of 
the document. 

Not only is the handwriting crude, but the orthography and 
grammar show that the writer was a person of little education. 
In the notes on the text his errors have only been corrected where 
they obscure the meaning. 

PMich. Inv. 3163 
22.6 x 10.5 cm. 

Recto 

arKEvyr Ma4efLov 
OEvcTts KOCpOEL'V-V a '7TO orvvOeaLo Kapoetv'v cc OTT 

yv9c/fs 6p(OiS)) AeVKYV o 

O6,(otcos) AXrjV AEVK7)V od 
9* 
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X)?dL mX?3C73xo7i 

6 ,to.4 dz)x3,. z, 

ot?9QoL7djL 'id (so?7o)r71o 01 
cf ndXig v,wdaow 

] g6 407x1,Qy 7pv0 >1 

x l?yo/x>L?x S53 ?Ol?lt.dg 
s aOLdx;zL3JL 

<(4>noDnodX 473dnxaL4yD gf 
53A74 ** 

OSIa3 

XI?A ;OA7d31DoX $ 
mpl0ay 0?/ 

/# (rIX,c1d~) 

yo 3,r7 <o>a?g itc0.D.D 

sod6:qoid3.: 

<>anoxyvX 10710od dO. AOJD!3 so/Ana3l 

VoyX.13 (sCoxo)rio 
X< 4%473d3g1D0) 4W394gD 5 

Kno>431rn7Ld32 4A7dVy\3N 7;o)i 

I73dV4Vlll d! 107LLLX7f 
U 

md (mwrlXodg) SOLJDOt m?x1 X)dLj,x)cl;ojv 
s3dVfDl3-L Xod-L 

;o07?3yyo <o>dng 7;d 
-AX,d3 X)4OdLD43dY A ydn?do: 

)d vIdidDn1Sd3? ?41an 
- n7y3?rI o 7?oAt02L3DOdl Lt 

ndo0 v/C? 9rr dL3d 4o7,y@)I 

AnO>OOA/A; X) AA?30od;oi Sgqoy 
A d 7dLdjW-73 Aa d(LI3y A?0D34AaD 

-0 AotIYOIYYD2 ?ON 4AO00A173N 

4d7djL1i73 40doXod 
_N A07ydyy, MNA7Ol -4 

-" ?oYoWX 2)1L 72o1 4n400?3X 

Aod3 d0dodo17>ndd3w soXn{3 5 

0^,tOn3Y (Ao)0X4COv StL&YYo' 

ueuilIssnH 'z -IT JoulI 196I1 
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45 KpePBaTr I 
yohoao'KFov 
KEL0OVLOV Kact TaAALoALOV Ka ... 

EVEXVPEtiaL tQpiYco{ 

KELOOVLV Kal 7raMAtL'[A]Lop Afv- 
50 KOV ayvac o[v 

oLvv KepatLLa y/ 

opI(olws) sr yvvr' OvaXEplov P... ov 

Cevyos KacXEwv [Kal 7r]T]p[]- 

XeLpa apyvp<(> 
55 OvyaYrep NtKOVOS [ 

E7TLEV?EVpE?LtaL [ 

?eovr)p&rn 7TTEpLaTpO/I.a Ka O Od- 

fabov 

COMMENTARY 

1. aKevy?r for aKEVr/. For the comparable intersonantic y in verbs 
in -Eco and -ovwo, cf. Jannaris, Historical Greek Grammar (London 
1897) 220. 

2. KapOEIVr-q for KapvtWvv. The only form that has occurred 
in the papyri is Kapolvos. It is possible that instead of indicating 
a color it may be a geographical term; see LSJ s.v. We should 
perhaps read cvv0eatv in place of av,OEoas, since most of the 
items in the list are in the accusative, but it is impossible to be 
certain of what the writer intended. 

2-3. otrO yvdbtS (for yvdcbews): yva/tL has not occurred in the 

papyri, but cf. 7rro yvaqElov in PMert. 2.71.8, interpreted by 
the editors as "from the fuller's shop." 

3. do(olts): the papyrus here and elsewhere has ,t. 

5. dgSoAA)?s: the Latin abolla. Only the form &dM0AAs, as here, 
has occurred in the papyri; cf. PHamb. 1.10.31, note. 

6. The t in the margin here is quite clear, as it is also in line 10. 
Another in line 20 is so faint that it may have been intentionally 
expunged. In line 23 a possible ,7 may be read, although it too 
may have been erased. The significance of the letters is not 
apparent; it is unlikely that they indicate the day of the month. 

KEpflKaptOV for KepflKaplwV; the Latin cervical. 
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pElr7ov (for paC7TTCv) probably has the meaning "embroidered" 
here rather than "patched," although both meanings are possible; 
cf. LSJ s.v. 

7. doeLvaO for OEELva (OeEivwv), "sulphur-colored"; cf. PTebt. 
2.405.13 Ki'Ocv 0?ELVOS. The word Ootva, a late form of Ooivq, 
"meal" or "feast," would be out of place in this list and 

impossible in lines 11-12 where the spelling is the same. 

8. XELtOOVv: the diverse spellings of Xlrwv and xLTrcVLov reflect 
the confusion in the aspirated and unaspirated consonants, IrTCov, 

Xt0ov, KiLToV, and Klcov occurring with almost equal frequency. 
The interchange of E and t here and elsewhere is too common in 
the papyri to require noting. The ending -tv for -tov is also well 
attested and both are used throughout this papyrus without 
distinction. 

9. elt4LrTptlj for 'ltrpitlr; so also in line 13. 

10. dAlcKAv: this word is not found elsewhere in the papyri, nor 
is it listed in LSJ or the lexicographers. Apparently it is the Latin 
alicula, a light upper garment. 

13. A slanting stroke in the margin is some sort of check mark, 
but its special significance cannot be determined. 

14. Ao68t for XA6&S. 

16. rTporKErTraAdSat for TrpoaKecaAd3tca. 

19. 8v<o): there is no indication of an abbreviation here or else- 
where in the papyrus where letters have been supplied, but it is not 

unlikely that abbreviation was intended. 

20-21. rropqv'pa 'AAESavspZva Ef tlrpa: rropqpcpa is equivalent 
to ,ropqcvpts, and it is tempting to interpret EtIrpa as cetqra, 
although the reading of the first two letters is quite uncertain; cf. 
Xen. Oec. 10.3 TropOqvp8eEs E;iTr)AOL. 

22. tpaXdo/aTpa for aAl3daO0pa: the word has occurred twice in 
the papyri in the form flaAdfcOpov. According to Pliny, 
HN 12.129, Syria supplies malabathrum, probably cinnamon, 
from which oil is pressed for unguents, and Egypt produces it also. 
It and other plants used to produce perfume may be rendered 
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more pungent by the addition of costus (ibid. 12.16). Both costus 
and malabathrum are also used in the flavoring of wines (ibid. 
14.108). 

23. KatfLrria: either for KdtLITTIpa or for KaL/bt'a (KcbLa) equiva- 
lent to the Latin capsa. 

Travdpcev for Tcravodpov the Latin panarium, for which the usual 
Greek term is dprofo'ptov. 

24. eeeprLaCfev<ov> for eflprOrtLfvov: cf. PAmh. 2.93.8 i'prpaclpvov 
a7ruaa used with reference to an oil-press, and POxy. 9.1208.14 
ur-X[aev]7) jr7pTorpvt TOCar() (yLKf KOarap'ELCTta Ka" aLr[p]a?( &, "a 
machine fitted with all wood-work and iron-work." In both 
documents the equipment referred to has moving parts. Here it 
is not clear what the fittings are, but cf. POxy. 4.741.12 KEAAdpOV 

rplAdyvvov, apparently some sort of container holding three 
bottles. On the disappearance of the temporal augment in 
;?EprtCrLEvov see Mayser, Grammatik der griechischen Papyri aus der 

Ptolemderzeit2 (Berlin and Leipzig, 1923-38) 1.2.98; Jannaris, 
Historical Greek Grammar (London 1897) 190-92. 

25. Vcrveawv Kaal8epeLvov (for KacrcriTepvov): the word crv'vOets 
is used of a suit of clothes, or of a set or service of plate. What 
a set of tinware might comprise is uncertain, but cf. the 
yvvEK7a aKEov'E KaamSCptov (sic) that form part of the dowry 
listed in PMich. 5.343.5, and the "women's utensils of tin" that are 
listed among the parapherna in the abstracts of alimentary contracts 
in PMich. 2.121R. II.ii.8 and II.vii.3. 

26. elaAxv for v6aAMv? The od6(o)iw) makes it clear that 
avvOeaLV is to be understood, and since tinware is referred to in 
the preceding line, it is unlikely that clothing would be meant here. 
The use of E for v is not found elsewhere in the document, but it 
is not surprising in view of the other vowel changes. In POxy. 
4.741.14-16 among other items are listed -rpoXElpia fl, ev ots 
VEAai,c > p,tLLUVV0E`IELS y. 

27. :eartIov for feaT-rwv: probably used here in the sense of 
"cup" or "pitcher' rather than as a specific measure. 

f,o6ov (for ,ScoUOv) XaAKOv<)>: cf. BGU 1.162.12 flWo'aKOV 
dpyvpoVv btuKpo[v] TrE][pdyw]vov in a declaration of property 
that lists many of the same articles as those contained in this list. 
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28. KEpTOKOpOS: not identified. It is barely possible to read 
KEpfTf9K9.poS as perhaps for Kepfl3KdpLov, but this is unlikely since the 
word is written normally elsewhere. 

30. AVKVt-LC f KaCSCEpELtv for A/KiOWa/ Kaxas mrEp&va. 

31. ELLKOr7vALetLE for 7,ULKorTvALov, but there may be confusion 
with the adjective rlLKorvAtELOS. 

32. utaX'tpLa for JiaXca'pa. 

33. ($pa,Xttai) K: A may also be read, but there seems to be a 

slight indication of the beginning of the upper right stroke of a K. 
The surface of the papyrus is abraded at this point, and the tail of 
the p directly above is also lost. 

34. .. v.oves: the first two letters (possibly three, or even only 
one) cannot be distinguished. The indention suggests that this 
line is a run-over of a preceding line, perhaps from a preceding 
column now lost. 

35. aEAT7vdpELv XpovUcov(v> for orEArqvcOp&ov xpvu(ovv. 

36. 7ECdprov for rETdprwv. To the right of lines 35-36 are 
traces of writing that might be read e7r.[.]. . The ink appears to 
be different from that of the rest of the document, and the letters 

may have no connection with the text. 

37. SpaTrrava for SpErava. If the number is correctly read at 
the end of the line, the form should be either SpE7rTrdv or pE'rravov. 

KaTraloXAlv for Karca/oArjv: either sickles for reaping or pruning 
hooks. Apparently Ka1raga'AAw has not been used in the sense of 

cutting down grain, but it is used of cutting down trees; cf. POxy. 
14.1674.3-6 7rolircrov r7jv cXKcavOov Kara/A3Xr0Ovat .. . . AAa cX KacCrdcga 

Kat KaXVaOV T7'V pILlav aVrYjsS. 

38. TEAVKEtLV .oAo4[: the letters at the end of the line are 

most uncertain; if correctly read the word must be eOAOKo'7ros for 
UVAOKOTTO9. 

39. SeTrrpa for Slbpa. In POxy. 3.646, a will, among the items 

of personal property bequeathed is a SLbpov [TErp]aT7rdS V Kal 

.KOVPLKOVO vAtvov. Daremberg-Saglio, s.v. "Tonsor," shows the 

representation in a terracotta figurine of a man dressing the hair 
of another person, who is seated on a low four-legged stool with a 
tilted seat. 
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42. TrovvSav a'yvarcov for 0ovvSav 'yva(xov. kovSacc is the Latin 

funda. 
43. taycY'eta for payS8Ca, diminutive of taycs. Either a knead- 

ing-trough or tray must be meant, since cakes would scarcely 
be pawned. 

44. ypEypas for KpEaypas: the word occurs also in PLond. 
191.10 (vol. 2.264-65) in the form ypEaypa. 

45. KpE'part for Kpcdfarot. On the various forms of this word 
current in the papyri see Preisigke, Worterbuch, s.v. KapfCdKTov. 

46. yoAXoUo'KOV for yAwcruoKolov. In the papyri the word is 

generally used of a small casket for valuables, money and jewelry, 
although in PTebt. 2.414.21 rO yAwcro(a)KopJov T jTdEya is listed. 

47 ff. The right side of the papyrus is so badly abraded from 
this point on that the ends of the lines are illegible, and in many 
places it is not possible to tell whether there was originally any 
writing. 

48. evEXvpEXLtaL is apparently intended as a perfect middle 

form, derived from a present eveXvpew: the customary verb is 

EvEXvpcdcw, but a present middle participle [cv]eXvpov'uL[]va is 
found in POxy. 4.729.44. The form eveXvpov'Leva can only be 
derived from a verb in -eco or -ow and the perfect middle here only 
from a verb in -ec or -ac, so that we should have to conclude that 
the present must have been E'vXvpEco. In view of the illiteracy 
of the scribe, however, we should perhaps not stress the point. 
The temporal augment has disappeared as in line 24 above. 

'Qptlwv[: perhaps a nominative as in lines 52 and 55, or a dative 
as in line 57, but in either case probably the person from whom 
the pledges in lines 49-51 were received. 

51. olvv for otvov. 

52. P... ov: Pactlov is possible, but doubtful; the name is 
found in late Greek and Coptic papyri. 

53. KAaAE'wv for KaAtxwv. On this word, which is found in the 
papyri in various forms, see POsl. 2.46.9 and note. 

53-54. [Tr]Ep[I]XeLpa: a doubtful reading palaeographically. 
The word has not occurred in the papyri, but is attested in a 
diminutive form by Hesychius and Pollux. What the distinction 
between KAXAXOV and 7rEplXELPa may be is not known. 
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55. OvyarEp for Ovyad'7p. 

56. E7TLEVEXVP(pEIx, for E'TrLrVEXvpqrxLaL (cf. note on line 48 above). 
The compound verb has not occurred elsewhere. 

56-58. o.o0Paqov: the first two letters are mere traces of ink, 
but the second o is clear; o'd6fa/ ov for otvfIaxov has occurred in 
the papyri. 

TRANSLATION 

Recto 
Chattels of Maximus 

Nut-brown suit of clothes 1 from 
the fulling, also white 1 

Also another, white 1 
Woolen cloak, unfulled, white 
A pair of sulphur-colored embroidered pillows 
Tunic and cloak, yellow, half worn-out 
Light upper garment, white 
Tunic and cloak, sulphur-colored, unfulled 
Suit of clothes, white, half worn-out 1 
Blanket, nut-brown 1 unfulled 
Cloak, white, unfulled 
Cushions 2 black 

and pillows 2 
Mattress, counterpane, pillows, two, turquoise-green 
Purple Alexandrian garments, faded, four 
Malabathrum and costus 120 drachmas weight 
Boxes 2 Breadbasket and cupboard, fitted 
Service of tin 1 

also of glass 
Pair of cups and bronze altar 

Bowls, two, large 
Flasks 2 tin, each holding half a cotyle 
Knives, four, for butchering 

Drachmas 20 

Verso 

Crescent-shaped ornament, gold, of six quarters weight 
Pruning knife 1 

and axe for cutting wood 
Barber's stools 2 
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Also a three-legged stool 
Striped garments, four, black 
Money-bag, unfulled 
Small trays, three 
Meat-hooks 3 
Pallets 2 
Casket 
Tunic and cloak ... 

I have received as a pledge for Horion . . . 
Tunic and cloak, white, unfulled 
Keramia of wine 3 

Likewise from the wife of Valerius . . . 
Pair of armlets and bracelets 2 silver 

From the daughter of Nikon ... 
I have received as an additional pledge . . . 

For Severa's counterpane and basin . . . 

IV 

The closest parallel to these accounts among the published 
papyri is PLond. 193 verso (vol. 2.245-47), a document of the second 
century written on the verso of a land register. It contains three 
columns, numbered 10-12, and lists the names of the borrowers 
(all women), the items pawned, and the sums loaned. The 
redemption of an item is indicated by the verb 'Axaflv, and 
perhaps in some instances by the cancellation of an entry. An 
ostracon in the Bodleian Library, OBodl. 2.1948, which lists, with 
dates, various utensils and articles of apparel and their valuation, 
may also be from a pawn-shop. 

A business letter of the late third century, PRyl. 4.606, certainly 
deals with the operation of a pawnbroking business, although it is 
too defective to be entirely clear. The letter itself is preceded by 
accounts, following which the recovery of various sums of money 
and objects is detailed, and finally specific mention is made of the 
receipt of a linen counterpane and towel as a pledge for the sum 
of 400 drachmas. 

Other references to pawnbroking are for the most part indirect. 
PHamb. 1.10, a second century papyrus from Theadelphia, is a 
petition presented to the decadarch on account of a robbery, with 
an account of the articles stolen, which consist of clothing, a 
variety of utensils, and jewelry. In line 42 the word Evexvpt(<ac>- 
Cia-ra introduces a list of gold and silver jewelry, and the editor 
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suggests that the complainant, a woman, may have been operating 
a pawnshop. In another petition, also from Theadelphia, 
PFay. 12 (103 B.c.), the petitioner claims that he was assaulted and 
robbed of his himation, which he was later able to recover from 
the dealer with whom it had been pawned. 

In private letters mention is also made of personal property that 
has been or may be pawned. From Euhemeria in the Fayum 
comes a letter of the first century, PFay. 109, in which a man asks a 
friend to pay a sum of money on his behalf, Edv aE (<e)> r 
ELCTdrLOV aov OELVac EV'Xvpov. In POxy. 1.114, of the second or 
third century, a woman gives instructions to a friend to redeem 
for her certain property that has been pawned for two minas, on 
which some at least of the interest has been paid. The property 
is listed and the friend is instructed to sell two of the bracelets that 
form part of it, if the money sent is not sufficient to cover the entire 
debt and interest. In another letter from Oxyrhynchus, POxy. 
3.530, of the second century, a man sends his mother 112 drach- 
mas, 100 drachmas to redeem his clothing that has been pawned, 
8 drachmas for interest, and 4 drachmas to keep for herself. The 
amount of clothing is not given, so we are not able to draw any 
inferences with respect to the cost of clothes at the time; and since 
the period of the loan is also not mentioned, we cannot determine 
the rate of interest charged. 

What sort of receipt was given for articles placed in pawn we do 
not know. CPR 1.12, A.D. 93, is a chirograph in which the loan 
of 2,160 silver drachmas is acknowledged. The period of the 
loan is twenty-eight days, and a pair of gold brooches is deposited 
as a pledge for the repayment. It is stipulated that if the money 
is not paid at the specified time, the ownership of the brooches 
must be relinquished. It is unlikely, however, that such docu- 
ments were drawn up in the case of dealings with a pawnbroker, 
where most of the transactions were on a small scale. 

Other papyri with incidental references to the pawning of 

property throw no further light on the operation of the money- 
lending business. Nor so far as I know have any papyri come to 

light that deal with administrative control of such business or with 
laws concerning it. But the evidence is clear that the pawnbroker 
flourished in Graeco-Roman Egypt, and that people of small 
means were often forced to make use of his services to secure funds 
when they ran into financial difficulties. 

266 [1961 


	Article Contents
	p.251
	p.252
	p.253
	p.254
	p.255
	p.256
	p.257
	p.258
	p.259
	p.260
	p.261
	p.262
	p.263
	p.264
	p.265
	p.266

	Issue Table of Contents
	Transactions and Proceedings of the American Philological Association, Vol. 92 (1961), pp. i-viii+1-571+i-lxxi
	Front Matter [pp.i-viii]
	Venusina lucerna: The Horatian Model for Juvenal [pp.1-12]
	The Role of Faunus in Horace, Carmina 1.4 [pp.13-19]
	Aristotle's "Forms of Democracy" [pp.20-36]
	A Problem in Euripides' Hippolytus [pp.37-44]
	Hesiod's Fable [pp.45-51]
	Accidents in Aristotle, Ath. Pol. 26.1 [pp.52-65]
	Thucydides and the Number of Acharnian Hoplitai [pp.66-80]
	Turnus and Duryodhana [pp.81-127]
	Intensification of Meaning in Propertius and Others [pp.128-144]
	The Bern Riddles in Codex Vat. Reg. Lat. 1553 [pp.145-155]
	"Zeus, Whoever He is..." [pp.156-167]
	A Greek Professorial Circle at Rome [pp.168-192]
	Body and Soul in Vergil [pp.193-219]
	Two Manuscripts in the Lilly Library, Bloomington, Indiana [pp.220-227]
	The Ritual Origin of Pastoral [pp.228-238]
	Aeschylus, Prometheus Unbound, Fr. 193 (Titanum suboles...) [pp.239-250]
	Pawnbrokers' Accounts from Roman Egypt [pp.251-266]
	The Authorship of the Strasbourg Epodes [pp.267-282]
	Simaetha's Incantation: Structure and Imagery [pp.283-294]
	The Hendecachord of Ion of Chios [pp.295-307]
	The Vocabulary of Fear in Latin Epic Poetry [pp.308-316]
	Oral Bards at Delphi [pp.317-325]
	The Character of Plutarch's Themistocles [pp.326-339]
	Vergilian Glosses in the Stonyhurst Medulla [pp.340-346]
	The Cadet Colonels of the Ephebic Corps [pp.347-357]
	Preferential Treatment of Words in the Greek Clause [pp.358-371]
	Fortune's Wheel: The Symbolism of Sophocles' Women of Trachis [pp.372-383]
	The Papyrus of the Lexicon of Harpocration [pp.384-388]
	Ille parum cauti pectoris egit opus [pp.389-407]
	The "Fallacy" in Protagoras 349D-350C [pp.408-417]
	More Conjectures on Artemidorus [pp.418-421]
	The Sources and the Character of Del governo de' regni [pp.422-439]
	Livy and Augustus [pp.440-452]
	Mimesis in the Sophistes of Plato [pp.453-468]
	A Lease of an Olive Grove [pp.469-480]
	Cicero on Extra-Roman Speech [pp.481-494]
	Tribal Organization in Ionia [pp.495-507]
	Aphrodite in the Theogony [pp.508-521]
	Two Problems in Roman Love Elegy [pp.522-536]
	Repetition and Irony: Horace, Odes 2.18 [pp.537-549]
	Critical Notes on Documentary Papyri [pp.550-571]
	Proceedings: American Philological Association Ninety-Third Annual Meeting and Philological Association of the Pacific Coast Fifty-Ninth Annual Meeting [pp.i-lxxi]





